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1. CDC reviews the national case reports sent to CDC for duplications. Because CDC does not 

receive names of patients, a match of information consisting of soundex (which is a code for the 
last name), date of birth, and gender help to identify potential duplications. 

2. CDC provides states with a listing of all cases that are potential duplicates from other states. 
States contact each other to compare their patient profiles along with additional information 
available at the state level that is not reported to CDC.   

3. Based on their discussions, the states decide whether the cases represent the same person. If they 
do, the states determine the state of residency at the date of diagnosis.   The Surveillance systems 
of both states are updated with the information. 
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